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were talking, the hour approached at which the observation
was to be made. What Cyrus Harding was to do to
ascertain the passage of the sun at the meridian of the
island, without an instrument of any sort, Herbert could
not guess.
The observers were then about six miles from the
Chimneys, not far from that part of the downs in which
the engineer had been found after his enigmatical pre*
servation. They halted at this place and prepared for
breakfast, for it was half-past eleven. Herbert went for
some fresh water from a stream which ran near, and
brought it back in a jug which Neb had provided
During these preparations Harding arranged everything
for his astronomical observation.    He chose a clear place
on the shore, which the ebbing tide had left perfectly level
This bed of fine sand was as smooth as ice, not a grain out
of place.    It was of little importance whether it was hori-
zontal or not, and it did not matter much whether the stick,
six feet high, which was planted there, rose perpendicularly.
On the contrary, the engineer inclined it towards the south,
that is to say, in the direction of the coast opposite to
the sun, for it must not be forgotten that the settlers in
Lincoln Island, as the island was situated in the southern
hemisphere, saw the radiant planet describe its diurnal arc
above the northern, and not above the southern horizon.
Herbert now understood how the engineer was going to